1935. It was forty years later when the eleventh and final volume saw print.
As one of the century's foremost popular educators, Durant's impact upon this age cannot be minimized. His desire to humanize history and philosophy for the average reader was accomplished by presenting historical and intellectual figures as real men and women rather than as .abstract entities, pawns or manifestations of rigid historical laws. He sought to elevate individual contributions to culture and, like Russell, believed in the ability of individuals to actively shape the course of history. Durant's writings were a vehicle for the expression of these beliefs and for the promotion of an awareness and appreciation of man's true wealth-culture. Together with Russell, he believed that the minds of men and women should "mirror the universe" through an extended awareness of both space and time. The narrow and exclusive concern with the "self" not only limited the human being; it was also seen as posing a threat to the continued existence of civilization.
Durant and Russell met in 1927 when they debated against each other on the topic,"Is Democracy a Failure?" Their performance was such a success that during Russell's 1929 lecture tour another debate was staged on the issue, "Is Education a Failure?" Despite some of Russell's views on marriage, Durant greatly admired him and teasingly referred to Russell in one book as the "Bad Boy of England, scandalizer of all continents, and prospective terror of the House of Lords'',2 and in another as a "charming apostle of despair".3 In 1948 they met again in Wales. Recalling that encounter, Durant wrote: "Bertrand was now an earl, but there was nothing lordly about him except the confident consciousness of having a mind that moved like a deadly laser among the shams and delusions of his time."4 Like Russell, Durant was one of those individuals who seem to get better with age. His mind was lucid and penetrating until the end. Though loving life, he faced death with reserve: "I accept death as a necessary clearing of the way for fresh life; like style is the removal of the superflous."5 Durant's final years were heaped with honours including the Pulitzer Prize for Rousseau and Revolution in 1 968 and the Presiden-
